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Introduction:

Rural Workers Development Society was founded in the year 2007 by a group of
public minded leaders those who are effectively concerning in community
development activities for more than three decades. It was registered under
Tamilnadu Societies Registration Act vide Registration number 93/2007. Its head
quarters are located in Ramanathapuram. RWDS is working among children, women,
youth, farmers, rural unorganized workers especially Palmyrah Workers in Ramnad

District.

Target Area:

State : Tamilnadu

District  : Ramanathapuram.

Blocks : Kadalady, Tirupullani, Mandapam .

Vision :The socio economic development of the marginalized with emphasis on

Palmyrah Workers, Women and Children
Mission:

e To mobilize and federate the Palmyrah workers irrespective of caste, creed or

religion to organize for their livelihood issues.

e To make them understand their condition and motivate them to participate in

their development through awareness generation.



e To improve their bargaining power and to link with Govt and formal

institutions for self reliance and substances.
e To enable for adequate health and education to Children for better tomorrow.
Working Areas:

Ramanathapuram is situated along the Eastern coastal District of the Southern
Tamilnad. The Bay of Bengal in the east, The Gulf of Manner in the whole sea shore,
Sivagangai, Pudukottai, Virudhunagar,and Tuticorin constitute it boundaries.
Spreading over an area of 4232 sq'km. This District is divided in to 11 development
Blocks and it has the highest population of urban population among the major
districts. The incidence of poverty and drought is highest among the 32 districts.
Ramnad has also a population of scheduled castes 28% children compose 27.2% of

the population.

Project operational area is the located in Ramanathapuram District in Southern part
of Tamil Nadu (650 Km away from Chennai). Drinking water is acute problem.
Women have to walk miles together to fetch water, and it is very difficult to get
pure, soft and potable water irrespective of Government efforts. In brief
Ramanathapuram is a most backward and underdeveloped district in terms of Socio-

Economic and industrial development
AREA DETAILS: District - 1
Taluk -2
Blocks -3

Village - 52



General Board members

S.no | Name Position

1 D.R. Chandran President

2. P.Subramani Vice President
3. V.soundramalathi Secretary

4 G.Pasupathy Treasurer

5 S.Sathyasekaran EC Member
6 P.Kannan EC Member
7 N.Rajamani EC Member
8 D.Kanagavalli GB Member
9 A.Basheera parveen GB Member

Strategy

e Coordinating all the Palmyra Workers in the form of Block, District and State

Level Sangams to get all their existing resources from the Government

e Livelihood and welfare of the children of the Palmyra workers families would

be focused through the Village, Block, District and State level Association

ACTIVITIES

1. CLC (Child Labor Committee) MEETING

Prevention of child labor and mainstreaming them to education is one of our main
objectives. We had identified 318 child labors among 4821 in our 52 target villages.
Among them 70% of the child labors are in Kadaladi block. We had mobilized them



as Child Labor Committee. The CLC has been actively functioning in 9 villages of
Kadaladi block. In this committee they meet every week and enjoy the childhood.
We had facilitated them to reenroll in schools and other technical institutions as the
child wish. For this year we had conducted 65 meetings in which139 boys and 179

girls were took part and benefited.

In this meetings plastic wire basket making training given as alternative livelihood to 15
child labours from N.Kamarajapuram, Periyanayakipuram, PP Kudiyeruppu, Manickanagar

and M.Gandhinagar villages.

2. CHILD LABOUR INDIVIDUAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT TRAINING

Child labour Individual skill development training conducted on 09-10-2016 and 10-
10-2016 at TRRM training centre in Pamban. 6 Boys and 13 girl children took
participatipate in this training. Mr.Christi (Advocacy Coordinator — Samakalvi
Iyakkam) lead about Group activities, Leadership & Capacity building, individual

development trainings. All of the participators learned, how to lead our works and

activities with planning.




3. CHILD LABOR PARENTS COMMITTEE

We do number of activities to eradicate the child labor practice. To boost the activity we
had decided to promote Parents Committee of Child Labor in our target villages. The
committee can help us to generate more rapport with parents and give parents more

understandings about the evils of child labor.

During this year we had promoted Child Labor Parents Committee in 1.Keezhavalasai
2 Kannikapuri, 3.N.Kamarajarpuram, 4.Mayakulam, 5.Selvanayakipuram, 6.Keezha Allikulam,
7.Elanthaikulam, 8.Vellapatti, 9.Kuthiraimozhi Pandianagar villages. We had conduct meeting
of this committee ones in two months and discussed about the demerits of child lobor
practice. We had insisted about importance of child hood and education. 326 parents

participated in all of these meetings.

4. ANTI CHILD LABOUR DAY — RALLY - SEMINAR

Anti Child labour day seminar conducted on 14-06-2016 in community hall at
Sayalkudi. Child labours, their Parents, Palmyrah workers, Panchayat Presedents,
Police, Child line and Public were took participate (about 87 persons) in this Seminar

and Rally.

Mr.Sathaiah,, Director — RWDS headed to this Seminar. Mrs.Rajalakshmi kannappan
came as special guest. Mr.Rajasingam , Sub Inspector of Police — Sayalkudi started
the Anti Child labor day Rally. It started from Sayalkudi and ended at Mookaiyoor

Road via markets.



5.CONSULTATION MEETING WITH CHILD LABOUR

Consultation meeting about Child labor conducted on 22-09-2016 at Elementary
Teachers Association hall in Ramanathapuram. In this meeting Mr.G.Vishwanathan,
Deputy Inspector of Labor Welfare board, Mr.Maheswaran- Social Worker, Child
protection unit, Ramanathapuram, MrS.Karuppasamy - Child Line -
Ramanathapuram. were the special guest for that meeting. They insisted to parents,
for they would enrolled their children below 14 years to nearby schools at worksite

areas.

6. RESOLUTIONS AT GRAMA SABHA

We facilitated the Palmyrah Sangam members and village volunteers to participate in the
Gramasabha meetings held on 1%t May 2015, 15" August 2015, 2"¢ October 2015 and
26" January 2016.

Resolutions were passed




(1)Puduvalasai Panchayat - Child labor free Panchayat, school dropout free Panchyat,
child marriage free Panchyat

(3) Keezhaallikulam panchayat — for made Road facilities with over bridge for school
children. school dropout free Panchyat, child marriage free Panchyat and new building

for Anganwadi in Pillayarkulam Panchayat.

(4) VellariOodai Panchayat — All children continued their education up to their 18 years.
school dropout free Panchayat, child marriage free Panchayat and form the child
protection group.

5). Anganwadi building for Periyanayakipuram, N.Kamarajapuram> Manickanagar and
Veppamarathupanai . New Govt Primary school for Periyanayakipuram village. Activate
the child protection committee in every month. school dropout free Panchyat, child
marriage free Panchyat.

6. school dropout free Panchyat, child marriage free Panchyat in Mariyoor panchayat.

7. All children continued their education up to their 18 years, school dropout free

Panchyat, child marriage free Panchyat and protect the children from abusing.

7.CHILD RIGHTS ELECTION MANIFESTO SUBMISSION TO ELECTION
CANDIDATES.

Child Rights Election manifesto prepared for New Primary Schools for Sengalaneerodai
and Periyanayagipuram villages, New Anganwadi for Ammapattinam village, Activate the
District level Child protection unit, and Activate Panchayat level Child protection unit for
pan the child labor practice and submit to Ramanathapuram Legislative Assembly
candidates Mr.M.Manikandan (AIADMK), Mr.M.H.Jawahirullah, (Muslim Munnetra
kalakam), Thiruvadanai Legislative Assembly candidate Mr.Karunas (AIADMK),
Mr.T.Divahar, (DMK), Muthukulathur Legisative Assembly candidate Mr.Malasiya
Pandiyan, (Congress), Mrs.Keerthiga Muniyasamy , (AIADMK).



8. MEDICAL CAMPFOR CHILD LABORS

The child labors working in salt pane company is working in high heat and
unhygienic place. They are suffering from skin disease and urinal problems. The child
labor working in sea Food Company is working in high cold place and not wearing
gloves. They also affected by skin disease, low hp and urinal and menstrual

problems.

We plan to monitor the health of the child labor of Salt Pane Company and Sea
Food Company. For this purpose we did health checkup for ones in two months. In
this health checkup 42 child labors from Periyanayakipuram, Manickanagar,
Kamarajapuram,  Vellapatti,  Velayuthapuram,  Kuthiraimozhil ~ Panidanagar,
Elanthaikulam and Boopandiapuram villages were benefited. After the Medical check

up the affected children referred to take nutrient food, Iron taplets and drink more water to

daily.



9.CHILDREN COLLECTIVE MEETINGS :

Children age between 6 and 18 in the target villages has organized as a committee
to develop their social education and practice the right to participation. Every
children age between 6 and 18 are the members of these collectives. The collective
meets every week to discuss and share about their wishes. We had given training on
leadership, RTE, and comics drawing. The collectives are connected as cluster level as

Koravalli, Kilakarai, Uchipulli, Tirupullani, Naripaiyur and Kavakulam.
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Educational Welfare Scheme Availed from Government:

Scheme Children | Particulars Total Amount
10 Standard 0+15 Rs.1000 x 15 15000
10t Pass 20+16 Rs.1000 x 36 36000
11t Standard 0+27 Rs.1000 x 27 27000
12t Standard 0+50 Rs.1500 x 50 75000
12t Pass 12+10 Rs.1500 x 22 33000
Degree 20+40 Rs.1500 x 60 90000
Post Graduate 1+6 Rs.4000 x 6 24000
BE 35+5 Rs.4000 x 40 160000
ME - - -

Polytechnic - - -
Total 88+168 256 children 460000

10.CHILDREN COMMITTEE CLUSTER MEETINGS:

All the 52 Children Committees are connected as cluster to promote their leadership quality

in broad. There are clusters namely Koravalli, Kilakarai, Uchipulli, Naripaiyur, Kavakulam,

Mayakulam, and Tirupullani.

children issues and needs as a cluster.

discussed.
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Cluster Meetings Conducted:

Name of Cluster Date & Place Place
Tirupullani 15.05.16 Umaiyan valasai
25-12-2016 Methalodai South
Kavakaulam 24.07.16 Kavakulam
20.11.16 Kavakulam
22.01.16 Adenchery
11.10.16 Melakidaram
Mayakulam 27.11.16 Mayakulam
Koravalli 24.04.16 Ammapattinam
27.11.16 Chinnarettaioorani
Sayalkudi 08.02.16 Selvanagar
Uchipuli 25-12-16 Kuyavankudi
Naripaiyoor 24.04.16 Kamarajarpuram
20.11.16 Periyanayakipuram

11. CHILDRENSDAY CELEBRATION

Children day was celebrated in Nathakulam, Kavakulam, Kumbaram and

Alaivaikaraivadi, people participated including Children Committee members, Palmyra

Sangam Members, Parents, Panchayat Members and Public.
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12. 100% SCHOOL ENTROLEMENT CAMPAIGN

School enrolment campaign to ensure 100% enrolment in our target villages had conducted
during this year also in52 villages. In our 52 working villages enrolment campaign
conducted for Anganwadi to 3 years children and 5 years children in school. Entrolment
Campaign conducted through Cycle Rally, Cultural Programes, Provide Bit notices and
conduct Seminars also. Children collectives members, Palmyrah sangam members, Panchayat
level elected members, Anganwadi staff and public like 1060 members took participated in

this Campaign.
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13.A STUDY ON THE STATUS OF CHILDREN IN THE MIGRANT FAMILIES OF
PALMYRA WORKERS IN RAMNAD
A detailed study on Migrated Families and Children in Kadaladi Block, Ramanathapuram

district was conducted. As per our plan we had had a details study about the migrated
families who is engaged in Palmyrah tapping in 11 palmyrah groves — 1.Periyanayakipuram,
2.Chathiram, 3.Kannikapuri Sevalkadu, 4.Ellaipinchai, 5.Kadugusanthai, 6.Kannirajapuram
Sevelkadu, 7.Tharaikudi, 8.Boopandiapuram Sevelkadu, 9.Kumbasalai, 10.Kilaallikulam,

11 Kuthiraimozhi Sevalkadu . Study conducted in 553 families in all these 11 villages.
Palmyrah workers living in migrated area who havn't proper medical facilities, so RWDS
arranged a consultmeeting with joint Director — Health Department, on 24-06-2016 for

arranging the mobile Hospital sent to their working areas.

For continuous this process on 30-06-2016 arranged the consulting meeting at Sayalkudi
Govt Primary Health Centre. Dr.Sivaramapandiyan headed this meeting. Planning about
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Mobile Hospital services provide to Pregnant women, Lactating mothers and Children, and

old citizens in to their working and resistant area.

Impactof this meeting 32 person benefited through this mobile hospital in Ellaipinchai,

Kadukusanthai, Kudhiraimozhi Pandiyanagar, Poopandiyapuram and seval kadu villages.

On 23-11-2016 conducted a meeting with Programe Officer — ICDS for admit the 3-5 year
children who are in Migrated Palmyrah workers family. And arranged the meeting with
District Educational officer — Paramakudi for unavailability of neighboring school for
children who are in Migrated Palmyrah workers family. And also met Chief Educational
officer and District Coordinator — Sarva Siksh Abiyan for submit the Report on admit the
migrated palmyrah workers children in neighboring school in their migrated and working
area.

14. HOUSEHOLD MEETING IN MIGRATED PLACES

One to one household approach is to generate more rapport with parents and create a
awareness about Child drop out, Child labor practice and child marriage in target villages.
By this strategy we can promote a live relationship with every family. We can have more
understanding about the children and their needs. In this regard our team had visited all the

2417 target families every months.
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15. MEETING WITH SCHOOL HM & TEACHERS:

Children of migrant families are different from other children. They are live in a different
situation where no basic facilities like water, electricity, transport and hospital. So, we could
treat the children in different way and positively understand their late coming, unfinished
homeworks, and irregularity in attendees. To make aware the school HM and Teachers we
had special meetings with them. During this year we had met HM and Teachers in schools
ofGovt higher secondary school — Sikkal, Govt higher secondary school — Mariyoor, Kadaladi
Panchayat Union Middle School — Poopandiyapuram, Govt higher secondary school -

Kannirajapuram,

16. SCHOOL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Education is the basic right, we know. To practice the basic right, RTE 2009 gives a
wonderful opportunity to parents to act positively in promoting their school. School
Management Committee (SMC) is the opportunity to the parents of all villages. After
the implementation of the RTE 2009, the Government had taken no proper steps to
activate the SMC in appropriate way. The education officials including HM and
Teachers also give no importance to SMC. They treat just like a burden. No, school
had have School Development Plan meeting is SMC in our target villages, which
gives space to parents to input their ideas and wishes. So generate awareness on

SMC to parents we could reach proper implementation of RTE 2009.

SMC training conducted at Adencheri, Alaikathavalasai, lakshmipuram, Manickanagar and
Vellapatti. Mr.C.J.Rajan, Samam Kudimakkal Iyakkam, Madurai, had facilitated the training.
He explained how the SMC system is promoted by the RTE 2009 act. He also detailed about



the roles and responsibilities of the SMC committee and how many members and whom to
be a member. The participants decided to take action regarding upgrade the Primary

School.

Training on SMC to Parents
17. SCHOOL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEEREFRESH TRAINING

Training of last year for the parents in Kannigapuri, Melakidaram, Vellapatti,
Keezhallikulam and Poopandiyapuram villages, in continous of this refresh training
held on 24-09-2016 at Sayalkudi. Mr.C.J.Rajan, Samam Kudimakkal Iyakkam, Madurai, had
facilitated the training. He explained how the SMC system is promoted by the RTE 2009 act.
He also detailed about the roles and responsibilities of the SMC committee and how many

members and whom to be a member. The participants decided to take action regarding

upgrade the Primary School.
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18. NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL

New primary school to Sengalaneerodai and Periyanayakipuram village is an

important need. Sengalaneerodai village is situated in Kanchirankudi Panchayat and
6km far from Kilakarai town. The village had 250 population and 52 children, age 3 -
5, but, here is no school. The children have to walk for 12km up and down even
primary education. This situation is increasing school dropouts in primary school

also.

Periyanayakipuram, Rayappapuram and Kamarajapuram villages has 600 population
including 143 children age 3 — 5. These villages are in Naripaioor panchayat,
Kadaladi Taluk. These villages have situated other side of Kanniyakumari to
Rameswaram ECR road while the Primary school is in next side of that road.
Children have to walk for 6km up and down; also crossing the ECR road is being

dangerous.

In this regard education task force committee for new primary school to
Sengalaneerodai and Periyanayakipuram had taken number of steps. Last year,
Sengalaneeroadai villagers had filed case in Madras high court of Madurai bench on
New Primary School and got an order insisted the Government to provide primary
school within 8weeks. During this reporting period both the villagers had met with
the Registerar of Madras High Court of Madurai bench and submitted memorandum

about the

On 20.04.2015 RTI applied for New Primary School for Periyanayakipuram.
e Remembered petition sent to District Collector on 24-04-2016.

e RTI appeal on 29-08-2016 for New Primary School for Periyanayakipuram.
e And also met District Educational Officer and gave petition for New Primary School

for Periyanayakipuram.



e And met District Collector and gave petition for New Primary School for
Periyanayakipuram and Sengalaneerodai villages.

e On 31-10-2016 Sengalaneerodai village people met the Chief Educational officer
submit the petition for New Primary school.

e on 27-12-2016 sengalaneerodai Palmyrah sangam cadre Appeal the RTI for New

Primary school.

19. FOLLOW UP ACTIONS FOR ACTIVATE THE ICDS

We are working for the pre — primary education of children between 3 — 5 years in
our target villages. Among 52 target village 36 ICDS are functioning while other 10
villages had no ICDS in the village, the children have to go for other village and
infrastructure and functioning of the ICDS is more pathetic. To ensure the proper
pre-primary education to our target children we had campaign regarding its

function, infrastructure and staff appointments.

e Ammapattinam people Posted a Banner that we neglect the Election till we
get the New anganwadi to our village. This news published in all medias and

Noticed in to Govt Autharities.

20.MEDIA CAMPAIGN

To highlight the issue of migrant children and child labor in Palmyrah Worker family we had
a media campaign on 29-07-2016 by Pudiathalaimurai TV. The Video Shoot regarding Media
Campaign was happened and focused that children residing with their parents at Chathiram
and Kadukuchanthai area in which Palmyrah tappers.

21. PHC LEVEL HEALTH CONVERGENZE MEETING

To ensure the health of our target people, we had health committees in the villages.

The committees have a register about ANC, PNC, Adolescents and children aged



between 0 — 5. They had facilitated the VHN to get health service to their villagers.
In this regard, we had organized PHC level health convergence meetings to create a
rapport among the Medical Doctors, VHN, Health workers of PHC and health
committees. The resource persons were explained about the services, infrastructures and
Government schemes available in the PHCs. ANC, PNC, Adolescent girls and Village Health
Committee representatives were being active in the meeting. During this reporting
period 9 meetings were organized at Sayalkudi, Thiru Uthirakosamanga, and

Uchipulli.

Rs.1,06,500 as maternity aid from Government of Tamilnadu under Dr.Muthulaxmi

Reddy scheme and Janani Sureksha Scheme for PNCs in our target villages.
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22. DISTRICT LEVEL CHILD PROTECTION UNIT

RWDS identified the orphan children in our working areas for getting scholarship to
them. On 05-04-2016 RWDS submitted the details of 144 children’s list to District
Child protection officer. for continues of this process Kannan s/o. Veerammal, Ajay &
Akalya c/o.Ramalakshmi from pudumayakulam village were applied for scholarship

to District Child protection officer

N T
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23. MIS TRAINING TO STAFF

Continuation of last year MIS training is conducted by cry on 13-10-2016 and 14-10-
2016 at Salem People Trust. All RWDS staff are participated.

24. PALMYRAH SANGAM CLUSTER MEETINGS:

To attain development of the Palmyrah workers and their children we formed
Palmyra Workers as Panai Thozhilalar Sangam. The Sangam has its function as
village level, Cluster level and District level. Every level there is a governing body
consists of 1 President, 1 vice president, 1 Secretary, 1 Joint secretary and 1
Treasurer. The village Sangam meets every month and the Cluster Sangam meets

once in two months and the District level committee meets yearly once.

SI.No | Name of Cluster Date Place

1 Tirupullani 18.04.16 Umaiyan valasai
28.07.16 Methalodai South
25.09.16 Thinaikulam
27.11.16 Ayyanarpuram

2 Uchipulli 24.04.16 Panaikulam
11.12.16 Thuthivalasai
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3 Koravalli 10.04.16 Irattaiyoorani
11.12.16 vellariOodai
12.02.16 Koravalli

4 Kavakulam 25.12.16 Kavakulam
14.02.16 Adencheri

5 Keezhakarai 11-12-2016 Sengalaneerodai

25. TRAINING ON VALUE ADDED JAGGERY PRODUCTION

RWDS organized the value added jaggery production training with the help of NABARD

BANK. From 17-08-2016 to 05-09-2016 Mr Arulanantham trained the 30 members. in this

training method tried ginger, seasame seed, coconut and ground nut added in jiggery.

On 22-09-2016 Farmers grievance day meeting at District Collector office, RWDS Director

Mr.S.Sathaiah speech about quality of value added Jaggery and would create a marketing

opportunity for these.

ACHIEVEMENTS

1. In Kadaladi

Block, Kavakulam Anganwadi and In Thirupullani Block,

Methalodai Anganwadi Got new Buildings on 17-08-2016, and 05-07-2016.
2. Two children (1)AsmithalstD/o Murugaraj, (2)Iswarya2ndD/o.Ponnusamy

and were reenrolled from Matriculation school to Government aided

school in Pudhumayakulam village.
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3.Anganwadi floors renovated in Koravalli and vellarioodai villages.

4 . Drop out Children reenrolled details as follows :

S.No

Name of the children

village

studying class

Thanusiya / Darmaraj

Keezhavalasai

3rd

2 Vinusiya / Sathiyendran | Ammapattinam 10t

3 Antony / Thangaraj Gandhinagar 10t

4 Gopinath / Jeyakumar | Alavaikaraivadi gth

5 Arunkumar / | kavakulam 10t
Murugesan
Naveen / Darmaraj Keezhavalasai 3rd

7 Madhumitha / | Murugananthapuram | 3™
Gandhivel

8 Senthurpandi / Ramar | Pudumayakulam 9th

9 Anantharaj/ Thavukadu 4th
Paramasivam

10 | Arunthathi / Murugan | Thavukadu 4th

11 | Jeevanraj / Paramsivam | Thavukadu 4th

12 | Nanthakumar / | V.V.R nagar 4th
Isakkiraja

13 | Southiya  Jenifer /| V.V.R Nagar 8th
Ramar

14 | John Mary / Selvaraj V.V.R Nagar 7t

15 Bhavani / Baskaran Manickanagar 7t

16 Selva muneeswaran /| Manickanagar 9th
Mookandi

17 | Gurumoorthi / | Manickanagar 8th
Mohangandhi

18 | Muneeswaran / | Manickanagar 8th
Kandhasamy

19 Muthumadathi / | Manickanagar 9th
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Rajapandi

6. Child labor reenrolled for continued their studies.

S.No | Name of the children village studying class

1 Pathirakali/ Muniyasamy | Poopandiyapuram gth

2 Isakkimuthu / | Thavukadu 9th
Paramasivam

3 Jothika / Palraj Ilanthaikulam 11t

4 Amulraj / Arockiaraj V.V.R nagar 9th

5 Murugeshwari / palraj Gandhinagar Bsc

6 Vinoth / Pandi N.Kamarajapuram DME

7 Thulasi / Velsamy Thinaikulam 11th

8 Vinothkumar / | N.Kamarajarpuram DME
Sudalaimadan

9 Velmurugan / | N.Kamarajarpuram DME
Madasamy

10 | Arulselvi / Malaiselvam | N.Kamarajarpuram Bsc

7. For continuous effort by RWDS Ammapattinam> Ayyanarpuram,,
Methalodai and Keezhaallikulam villages got Road facilities for school

children.

DIRECTORS OTHER ACTIVITIES

>
>

On 20-09-2016 Prepared the 2016-17 Activity report for Samakalvi Iyakkam
Participate in Samakalvi Iyakkam Finance committee meeting at Salem makkal Trust
on 29-09-2016.

On 06-11-2016 Tamil Nadu Murpokku Ezhuthalar kalaigarkal sangam conduct the
Seminar about Men & women equality. Mr.Sathaiah — Director, D.Kanagavalli —
Coordinator, K.Bagyalakshmi & S.Kamatchi — community organizers participate in this

seminar.




» On 22-12-2016 Mr.Sathaiah participate in Agricultural Seminar at Nagarkovil

organized by KadharGrama Anaiyam.



